[Influence of anxiety on cognitive functions' disturbances in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia].
It is still interesting the correlations between cognitive processes and anxiety in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia. The aim of the paper was to answer the following questions: Is there a correlation between short-term memory processes and attention in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia? Is there a correlation between short-term memory processes and anxiety as a state and anxiety as a trait in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia? Is there a correlation between attention and anxiety as a state and anxiety as a trait in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia? The studied group consisted of individuals diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia and the reference group consisted of healthy individuals. Since the inclusion criteria was a schizophrenia diagnosis confirmed at least three times during subsequent hospitalizations, the studied group consisted of individuals aged 18-24 (late adolescents and young adults); however, the first onset of schizophrenia took place before the 15th birthday in all cases (the first episode before the 15th birthday, currently at least third hospitalization with the diagnosis of schizophrenia). A total of 50 individuals participated in the study: 25 of them diagnosed with schizophrenia and 25 mentally sound. MMSE (Mini Mental State Examination) was used as the screening tool. It MMSE was used to rule out dementia, while PANSS was used to confirm the diagnosis. CPT (Continuous Performance Test), Free Recall and Piktogram were used to assess the subjects neuropsychologically. Additionally, the anxiety level (as the information processing variable) was assessed with STAI (State - Trait Anxiety Inventory) in order to measure anxiety as a state and as a trait levels. The experiments and assess short-term memory processes and attention processes in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia. 2. There is a correlation between short-term memory processes and anxiety as a state and anxiety as a trait in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia. 3. There is a correlation between attention and anxiety in adolescents and young adults diagnosed with schizophrenia.